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3 By Divine Permiſſion, 
Lord Biſhop of CHESTER. | 
My LORD, 


| HE FS hne 8 and 
Benevolence, with which your Lord- 
L. ſhip has deigned to treat one of the 
meaneſt Presbyters of your Dioceſe, encou- 
rage me to beg your Patronage of theſe Pa- 
pers. They have no Merit to plead but that 
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of proceeding from an honeſt Heart, and a 
delire of approving the Sincerity, with which 
I made my public Recantation of the many 


Errors, in which, through the Prejudices of 
Education, 1 had too long lived. 


TI am the more ſolicitous for theſe Papers 


appearing under the Sanction of your Lord- | 


ſhip's venerable Name, that I may have the 
fairer Opportunity of acknowledging my hum- 
ble Submiſſion to your Epiſcopal Juriſdiction. 


A Point, I fear, but little conſidered by 


many in the Church of Rome; who by the 
unwarrantable Steps that have been taken to 
advance the paramount Authority of the 
Pope, as ſupreme and univerſal Vicar of 
jeſus Chriſt, have unhappily derogated from 
the known Honour of the Fpiſcopal Charac- 
ter, and taught Men to conſider Biſhops only 


as Arch- -presbyrers ; 3 wholly dependant . 
and ſubject to be controuled by the MF 


Rome. 


But 


and Encyclical wee of che See of 1 


CS) 


But as I have now the Happineſs to be 


admitted as a Prieſt of your Lordſhip's Dio- 
ceſe, and ar the time of my Inveſtiture, did 
both by my Oaths, and Subſcription, re- 
nounce, and diſclaim all foreign Juriſdiction; 


I gladly embrace this Opportunity of pro- 


feſling my dependance upon, and entire ſub- 


miſſion to your Lordſhip, as my Principle of 
Union, and Catholic Communion, and my 
| earneſt deſire of approving myſelf a faithful 
Paſtor of the Church of England, duly de- 


pendant upon, and entirely „ to 


your Lordſhip in the Adminiſtration of | my 


: Spiritual Charge. 


As 1 have long wandered in the paths of 


: Error, and am by God's great Mercy, though 
late in Life, brought into the Ways of 
Truth; it ſhall be my conſtant earneſt Endea- 
vour to redeem the Time, and approve my- 

ſelf a moſt faithful, diligent, and obedient 
Miniſter of that Church. of which I was 


once an Oppoſer ; but I did it ignorantly, 


and 
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and through unbelief, and therefore the Lord 
hath had Mercy upon me. 


; why your Lordſhip b be lag 8 in * 
Enjoyment of every Bleſſing both Spiritual 


and Temporal; and continue to be an Orna- 


ment and Defence of that Church, over 
which you ſo worthily preſide. Theſe : are the 3 


lincere and fervent Prayers of 
My LORD, 
„ Your Lord{hip's ever gutt Son, 


And obedient humble Servant, 


WILLIAM CANT. 
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WILLIAM GANT, 


Late a Clerg man of the Church of Rome, 


and for many Years the officiating Prieſt at 
Mowbrick Hall, gear Kirkham, w:th ſome 
_ of the Cauſes which brought on his Conver- 
fron to the Church of England. 


— HE Religion in which I was brought 
090 5 up, and which Ialfo profeſſed with- 
VM T I out the leaſt doubt, until I had at- 


Nene fe tained the Age of Twenty-four, 


K was that of the Church of Rome. 
About this Age, after I had paſſed through the 
Studies of Humanity, Logic, and a ſhort 


_ Courſe of Natural Philoſophy, I gradually aſ- 
cended to that of Divinity, as taught in the 
College of Doway. Here it was that I hoped 
to have been confirmed in the Faith which had 


B 2 been 


N 


been inſtilled into me in my Childhood, both 
from the cleareſt Teſtimonies of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and the unanimous and conformable 
Atteſtation of Primitive Chriſtianity ; but how 
great was my Trouble and Aſtoniſhment, when 
[ found that the Church in whoſe Faith I had 
been nurſed up, and which I had alſo hitherto 

profeſſed without the leaſt doubt, had nothing 


fatisfactory to ſay for ſome of her great Ar- 


ticles againſt ſeveral Chriſtian Societies ſeparated 
from her, which denied thoſe her Articles of 
Faith to be any Part of revealed Religion. I 
did not conceal my Trouble on this Head, but 
candidly diſcloſed the ſame to the Perſon with. 


whom I entruſted the Secrets of my Soul; but 


when I found {mall Comfort from his Wenk 


Anſwers to the Subject of my Difficulties, I 


then applied myſelf to Reaſon and Diſpute 
upon them with ſome of my Fellow Students 
of Divinity; hoping from their ſuperior Know- 
ledge to acquire a comfortable Light under the 
Cloud of perplexing Darkneſs, which envi- 
roned me; but when this had failed of 1mpart- 


ing ro me that expected Happineſs, at laſt my 
_ doubts were either lulled afleep with tireſome 


Diſputation, or rather ſwallowed up in a ſenſe- 
leſs Belief, that the Church, of which I was a 
Member, was infallible in deciding all the Ar- 


ticles of revealed Religion; for in what blind 


and deluding Errors will not that Perſon readily 
acquieſce, who once has ſettled himſelf in the 
Belief of ſo abſurd a Doctrine! 


And 


Doway College, for the Space of four Years, 
with indefatigable Application, I returned into 
my native Country, with my own Eyes put 
out, and unhappily prepared to put out the 


3} 
And now after I had ſtudied the Divinity of 


Eyes of thoſe over whom I might happen to 


be placed, at leaſt to keep them in their Blind- 
neſs, and in the Ignorance of the many groſs 
Errors in which they had been brought up; 


yet I thank God, that I have this one Thing to 


comfort me under this ſore Misfortune of my 
prejudiced Education, viz. that I ever preached 


ſound Morality to thoſe who were my Hearers; 


but in Regard to Articles of Faith, I ſpent 


Eighteen Years deluded, and deluding others 


with many unſound Doctrines, expreſsly con- 
trary to the Goſpel Revelation; but now at 
length it pleaſed. God, that a Light pierced 


through this Egyptian Darkneſs, in which 1 


had hitherto hved. For about this Time, I fre- 
quently confeſſed the Failings of my Soul to a 
Prieſt in my Neighbourhood, who having uſed 


me Contemptuouſly, whilſt I was on my Knees 
before him, I told him on my rifing up, that 


1 would go no more to Confeſſion, if he per- 
liſted in his uncharitable Treatment of me. 


No! replied he ſharply, will you not? I an- 


1wered in the Negative. Subjoined he, but there 
are the Oculares. I was at a Loſs to know what 
he meant by this obſcure Expreſſion, and thus 


I returned Home very anxious to find out the 
Senſe thereof. After ſome Conſideration, I 


ſuppoſed, that theſe Ocu/ares mult be the ſame 


as thoſe Spiritual Officers, which in the Time 
B 3 or 
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of the Primitive Church, were called Opthalmoi 


Epiſtopou, the Eyes of the Biſhop. I was right 
in my Conjecture; but to throw a Light upon 


the obſcure Title Opthalmoi Epiſkopou, the Eyes of 
lf Zhe Biſbop, it is neceſlary that I ſhould acquaint 
the Reader, that in the firſt Ages of the Church, 


the Deacons were called Oythalmoi Epiſkopou, the 


Eyes of the Biſhop, becauſe it was one Part of 
their Office to inſpe& the Lives and Manners of 
the Flock under the Biſhop's Care, to give an 
Account of the ſame, in order that he might 
comfort the Sorrowful, confirm the Weak by 


his charitable and prudent Counſel, rebuke all 


thoſe whoſe Lives were notoriouſly wicked, 
and eſpecially exclude them from the Lord's 
Supper, until they manifeſted a true Repen- 


tance of their public Irregularities, by a Change 


of their Lives. From this antient Cuſtom it 


was that a doubt aroſe in me of any Divine Pre- 


cept for auricular Confeſſion. Now it is pro- 
bable, that a careleſs Reader will not ſee in 


this antient Cuſtom, even ſo much as a plau- 


 Afible Objection againſt this Article of Romiſh 


Faith and Communion ; but if he will only be 


1 to obſerve how I reaſoned upon it, I 
Hope that he will be inclined to alter his Opi- 


nion; for I reaſoned thus upon the End and 


Deſign of the Oculares, or Spiritual Officers, 
called the Eyes of the Biſhop: If ſaid I, the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians believed themſelves bound by 
the Goſpel to confeſs their hidden Sins to the 
Biſhops, or Prieſts of the Church, in order to 
their Releaſement from them, before the awe- 
ful Tribunal of God, (for this is what the 
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church of Rome has taught me to believe, as 
an Article of Faith, and of Divine Revelation, 


what Need was there of theſe public Inſpectors 
of the Lives of the Faithful in the Primitive 
Ages, for the notifying of the open Irregulari- 


ties of the Flock to the Biſhop, in order that he 
might reprove and correct them for the ſame, 


and alſo exclude them from the Lord's Supper, 
until they ſhewed their Repentance, from the 
only true Proof of it, viz. the Reformation of 
their Manners? Surely, ſaid I, if the Chriſtians 

of the early Ages believed it to be a neceſſary 


Part of their Duty, to make a particular Con- 
feſſion of their 4:d4den Sins to the Biſhops, or 


Prieſts of the Church, they could not but be- 
lieve it equally their Duty to confeſs their pub- 


lie Sins to them; and if ſo, added I, what Ne- 


ceſſity could there be of appointing the Dea- 


cons to inform the Biſhop of the public Irre- 


gularities of his Flock, ſince he could not but 
know the ſame, if the Flock believed it their 


bounden Duty to confeſs to him not only their 
open, but alſo moſt ſecret Sins? 3 


Moreover, continued 1, the Deacons, to whom 


the Biſhop committed the Inſpection of the 
Lives of his Flock, could only be Witneſſes of 


the Flocks public Sins; but of how many - 


eret Sins of Pride, of Malice, Envy, Luft, &c. 
might the Flock ſtand guilty in the Eyes of 
God, of which grievous Sins theſe Spiritual 
Officers were not able to take the leaſt Cog- 
niizance: If then all the Faithful, whom the 
Deacons could not convict of any public Vice 
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or Wickednels, ever had hs frm Liberty of 


approaching the Lord's Table, without . 


a previous particular Confeſſion of their hidden 


Sins to either Biſhop or Prieſt, it follows, that 


fince the Paſtors of the Church did not exact 
ſuch a Confeſſion of the Faithful, before the 
Admiſſion of them to the Lord's Supper, nor 


the Faithful practice it, as any Man Who will 


take the Pains to read the Church Hiſtory of 
the four firſt Centuries, will find to be plainly 
the Caſe, that neither the Paſtors nor Flocks 
in the Primitive Ages, beheved that any Pre- 
cept for auricular Confeſſion was laid upon 
Sinners by the Goſpel. Thus did a happy Re- 
collection of the End and Deſign of the an- 
tient Oculares, or Eyes of the Biſhop, lead me on into 
a doubt of this Article of Romiſh Faith and 
Communion. 


But if any one ſhall object to me, that the 


| Inference which I drew from the End and De- 
ſign of theſe Spiritual Offices, againſt this 
| nne of the Church of Rome, Was not 


concluſive, the only Reply which I ſhall make 
him at pr eſent 1s, that doubts of the Truth of 
that Faith in which we were brought up, may 


ariſe from ſmall Beginnings; juſt like the 
largeſt Rivers which iſſuing forth from little 
Springs, are yet ſo {ſwelled in their long 
Courſes, that at laſt their Violence and Im- 
petuoſity beareth every Thing down before 
them; and now I am perſuaded, that a ſecond 


Reaſon of my further doubting of any Di- 
Vine + Frecept- of confeſſing Our Sins in pole 
__ cular 


Cy. 3 


cular to the Biſhops, or Prieſts of the Church, 


will appear to be of this Nature to every ſin⸗ 
cere Soul, who prefers the Truth before 


Falſhood, and walkin g in the clear Day be- 
fore ſtumbling 3 in the Dark. The Fact which TI 
am now going to relate, is taken from Socrates, 

a Church Hiſtorian of the fourth Century, the 


Subſtance of it is as tollows, be pleaſed to 


read it with Attention. 


Be Nectarius, ſays this Author, e Biſhop 
of Conſtantinople, the Penetentiaries were 
ſet aſide for this Reaſon: A Woman of good 
Family having confeſſed to a Prieſt, who 
was the Penetentiary of Conſtantinople, that 
ſhe had been guilty of Incontinence with a 
Deacon, the Prieſt divulged it, from whence 
a Tumult aroſe in the Town, in which the 
Clergy ſuffered great Indignities ; this cauſed 
Nectarius to be anxious how to act on this 
ſad Occaſion; upon which a Prieſt, whoſe 
Name was Eudzmon, adviſed the Biſhop to 
depoſe the Penetentiary, and to permit his 


rections of their own Conſcience, NeCta- 
rius followed the Advice of Eudæmon. To 
this Purpoſe” Socrates. Rob. PA's ai, 


Tage 248, and 249. 


What now do tlioſe of the Church of Rome, | 


who hold that Penance is a Sacrament, al- 


ledge againſt a Fact, and a Proceeding of Nec- 
tarius, in Conſequence of the fame, to main 
| tain 


Flock for the Time to come, to partake of 
the holy Myſteries, according to the Di- 
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tain their Doctrine of auricular confemon? 1 1 


confeſs What they here ſay in Defence of this 
their {laviſh Belief and Practice, is ſo weak, 
that I bluſh to relate it; for firſt, ſay they, 


Nectarius was a Man of only very little Learn- 


ing. What! was a Biſhop of the principal 
City of the whole Roman Empire ignorant of 


his Catechiſm, or of the Articles of his Faith? 
Well, ſay they next, but he had not Power to 


aboliſh a Sacrament, and Pennance, fay they, 


15 a Sacrament. I anſwer, that this 1s only a 
mere begging of the Queſtion, for it is a plain 


Matter 8 Fact that T did aboliſh it, and 
therefore I poſitively pronounce that he did 
Not believe it to be a Sacrament. They ſay 


again, but he only allowed ſuch of the Faith- 
ful to approach the Lord's Table, without a 


previous Confeſſion of their individual Sins, 
whoſe Sins were no more than venial. What! 
was carnal Incontinency what they call a ve- 
nial Sin? I know, that the Church of Rome, 
corrupt as ſhe is in many other Points of her 
Doctrine, is free from Error in this. Now it 
was no leſs than this enormous Crime, which 
the Penetentiary had diſcloſed after hearing it 


in the Woman's ſecret Confeſſion, which in- 
duced Nectarius to aboliſh this their pretended 


Sacrament of Pennance. Beſides this, I would 


| gladly aſk the moſt learned Prieſt of the Church 
of Rome, if he believes that it was the Cuſtom 
of the Chriſtians of the four firſt Centuries to 
confeſs to the Miniſters of Chriſt, what thoſe 


of that Church call venial Sins? If he aſſerts 
this, 1 Will tell him without more ado, that 


he 
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he is quite a Stranger to Primitive Chriſtian | 
Diſcipline. Coins «por. 


But now comes out their laſt and ſtrongeſt 


Argument, which, indeed, has ſome ſhew of 


Learning, but which on a ſhort Examination, 
will be found utterly inconcluſive. It is this: 
Nectarius, ſay they, only aboliſhed the Office 
of the Penetenttary, (which Office, according to 
the Opinion of learned Men, had only been in- 


ſtituted in, or about the End of the perſecuting 
Reign of Decius the Emperor, ) and after the 


aboliſhing of this Office, he ſtill left other 


| Prieſts under a Commiſſion and Power of 


hearing the ſecret Confeſſions of the Faithful, 
in order to the Purification of their Souls from 
the Defilements of Sin, before they received 


the Lord's Supper. 


What ſhall I ſay to this their ſtrongeſt Ar- 
gument, by which they pretend to invalidate 
the Force of the Fact related before? Which 


Fact, and the Procedure of Nectarius, in Con- 
ſequence of the ſame, evidently ſhews, that 


the Confeſſion of our Sins to the Miniſters of 


the Church, was not in the fourth Century 


believed to be an Inſtitution of the Goſpel. 
I anſwer, that they would ſhew themſelves 


much better Men in giving up a bad Cauſe in 


an humble Manner, than in defending it with 


Pride, Infincerity, and Obſtinacy. For the 
Reaſon why Nectarius aboliſhed the Office of 
the Penetentiary, was purely Prudential; be- 
cauſe the Prieſt, who had been inveſted with 


it, 
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it, had diſcloſed the Crime of Incontinence, 
made known to him only by a Woman's ſe- 
cret Confeſſion of it. If then Nectarius, after 
aboliſhing the Office of the Penetentiary, had 
ſtill left any other Prieſt or Prieſts under a 
Commiſſion or Authority of Hearing a parti- 
_ cular Confeſſion of the Sins of his Flock, as a 
neceſſary Preparation to their receiving of the 
Lord's Supper worthily, what Sort of Security 


could he have that no other Prieſt would incur 


the guilt of the like Diſcloſure? But Nectarius, 
in order to prevent any ſuch Scandal for the 
future, not only aboliſhed the Office of the 
Penetentiary, but allowed his Flock for the 
Time to come, to approach the Myſtical Body 


and Blood of our Lord, according to the Di- 


rections of their own Conſcience; that is, after 
confeſſing their Sins to God alone, or to his 
Miniſters only in a general Way, with a truly 


penitent, and contrite Heart, 


} 


Jo proceed, no one can conceive the Trou- 
ble which ſeized me upon this inſuperable . 
Argument againſt auricular Confeſſion, ſtarting 
up in my Mind, I cried out to God, for two 
or three Hours, dear Lord, increaſe my 
Faith.“ I likewiſe endeavoured to ſuppreſs 
my tormenting doubts, by muſtering up a- 
gainſt them all the ſtrongeſt Reafons which I 
could think of. Do not I believe, ſaid I, that 
the Catholic Church is infallible in all her 
Deciſions of Faith? And do not I believe that 
the Church of Rome, with thoſe in Commu- 


nion With her, conſtitute the whole Catholic 


Church? 
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; Church! How then can I doubt of any Thing 
which this Church propoſes to me as an Ar- 
ticle of Chriſtian Belief? How many Perſons 
of great Learning, Probity, and Piety, are 
there who venture their Souls on the Belief 
of this very Article of Faith, of which I am 
now ſo diffident? Am J wiſer than all the 
Biſhops and Prieſts of my own Communion? 
And may I not hope to be ſaved in that Faith, 
on which they venture the eternal Happineſs 
of their A 


Theſe weak and childiſm Arguments mo- 


derared my Troubles for a while; but it was 
only for a while, for they ſoon returned upon 
me, with new and redoubled Force, and no- 


I applied to my Confeſſor, Who had occaſioned 


my doubts, for a Solution of them; but when 
he ſaw that his Anſwers excited my Contempt, 
rather than gave me Satisfaction, he told me 
ſcoffingly, that they (the Clergy, preſume,) 
would put me into the Spiritual Court, if I 


left my Religion. Thus true Inquiſitor like, 


he attempted to force my Belief of this ty- 
rannical Doctrine, by Threats of Puniſhment. 


Some Months after this, my then Supetion 
gave me Leave to reſign my Paſtoral Charge, 
on Account of my great Infirmities, which 


appeared in a Paralytick, and ſore Rheumatic 


Complaint, to which I was ſubject. And now 


being freed from the Care of Souls, I was fur- 

niſhed with a happy Opportunity, as I then 

| OUR it, of N open my tormenting 
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Doubts about this Article of Romiſh Faith, to 


ſeveral of my then Brethren: For in travelling 
about in Search of a Place for my future Re- 
ſidence, or on other Accounts, I ſaw and diſ- 


courſed with ſeveral of them; two of whom, 


after hearing only a Part of my Difficulties, 
told me with concerned Looks, and a ſignifi- 


cant ſhake of their Heads, that they were 
very hard Objections; but as they ſaid no 
more, they might as well have ſaid nothing, 


for I ſuppoſed from hence, that they were 
unable to anſwer them. A third indeed at- 
tempted to reaſon me out of them; but his 


Arguments were ſo weak, that I thought fit 


to divert the Diſcourſe, leſt my Patience ſhould 
fail me, and 1 ſhould be provoked to any 


undue Reſentment. | A fourth told me ho- 


neſtly, that in Regard to one Difficulty which 
I propoſed to him, he neither was able to an- 
{wer it himſelf, nor had any Author in his 
Hands who ſolved it in his Writings. Two 
others whom 1 ſpoke with on the Subject of 
my Troubles, ſaid nothing which * con- 


tent any Man of Judgment; for the one only 


told me that I ſhould do well in venturing my 


Soul on the Belief of an Article of Faith, 


upon which many learned Men ventured theirs; 5 
but the other having attempted to reaſon me 
into a Belief of a Divine Pr ecept for auricular 
Confeſſion, fairly begged the Queſtion, as 
Logicians call it. In "ine, the two laſt were 
no better than the reſt; for one of them, though 
he is acknowledged to be a good Scholar in 
ſeveral Branches of Learning, yet here to 
maintain 
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maintain the Doctrine of auricular Confeſſion, 


either ignorantly, or wilfully, attempted to 


ſupport what I knew from antient Authors, 


Was certainly contrary to the Practice of the 


four firſt Centuries; and the other ſeemed ra- 
ther to be on the Side of my Doubts, than 
againſt chem. ern Bhs 


Theſe Heſitations, Ambi guities, or vague An- 


ſwers of ſo many of my late Brethren, to my 
tormenting Doubts, helped to inflame and fix, 


not to eaſe or remove them; but now I eaſily 


excuſe my then Brethren, for their nr aca 


to anſwer my Doubts; for I am convinced, 


that they were built on an impregnable Foun- 
dation; but then I hope, that they will think 
me to be moved with Charity, if I put them 


in Mind, that they would ſhew themſelves 


much better, and more honeſt Men in fol- 
lowing my Example, by embracing the ſound 
Faith and Principles of the Church of Eng- 
land, than in abiding in the Church of Rome, 
which is utterly unable to give an Account of 


the Faith ſhe profeſſes. However, I will al- 
low, that I propoſed to the Prieſts of the Church 


of Rome, ſeveral other Reaſons for my doubt- 
ing of this Article of their Faith, beſides thoſe 


which I have mentioned before; but as a Re- 


cantation requireth Brevity, they muſt all be 
omitted here, except one, which cannot be 
paſſed by, becauſe I urged it more frequently, 


and vehemently than any other: It is this, be 
pleaſed to conſider it ſeriouſly. 
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The Cainfellion' of our hidden and ſecret 


Sins, to the Minifters of the Church, cannot 


be a Command of the Goſpel, unleſs the 


Goſpel aſſureth us, that the Miniſters of the 
Church are endowed with the Gift of perpe- 


tual and inviolable Secrecy; but the Goſpel 
hath no where aſſured us, that the Miniſters 
of the Church are endowed. with the Gift of 


perpetual and 1nviolable Secrecy, therefore 
the Confeſſion of our hidden and ſecret Sins, 
cannot be a Command of the Goſpel. 


This argument evidently ſeemed to me to 


overthrow rhe Faith of the Church of Rome, 
in relation to her Doctrine of auricular Con- 


feſſion, and yet (but 1 ſpeak it with Shame 


and Trouble,) the unfortunate Prejudices of 
my Education were 10 almoſt invincibly rooted 
in me, that the glaring Evidence of it could 
not even yet wreſt me out of her Communion. 


[ allow indeed, that I now began to ſpeak with 
more boldneſs on the Subject of my Doubts, 


than I had hitherto done. Nay, I even fallied 


out in my Diſcourſe ſo far, as to tell a Prieſt, 


and ſome Laicks of that Church, that I would 
certainly forſake their Communion, unleſs 
they could find ſome Means to give me Sa- 
tisfaction under my intolerable Trouble. Yet 
after this, I ftill continued to drag about my 
heavy Chains; nay, after a Diſcovery of this 


invincible Argument, I entered upon a more 
learned Search than I had hitherto done, in 
Hopes, if poſſible, of meeting with a Solution 
of it. The Method Which ! here took, was 

a this: 


A BE] 
this: Whilſt I had ſtudied the Divinity of Do- 
way College for four Years, I had been a great 
Reader of the Greek Chriſtian Writers of the 
four or five firſt Centuries; I had alſo read 


ſome of thoſe of the Latin Church, and made 
Extracts relating both to the Faith and Diſci- 
pline of thoſe antient Times, out of ſeveral of 
the Authors which I had read; but by what 


Miſtake or Inadvertency it had happened I 


know not, yet it had ſo happened, that I had 
never once read over my Extracts ſince I had 


entered on my reputed Miſſionary Life, in 
England: But now the excruciating Trouble 
under which I laboured, in Reſpect to this 


Article of Romiſh Faith and Communion, in- 
_ duced me to read over my Extracts, withing to 
meet with an Alleviation of, it in them; but 
when I had done this. It added ſtill more to 
my Sufferings, to obſerve that ſeveral great 
Writers of the four firſt Centuries were moſt 
clear againſt any Divine Precept of confeſſing 


our hidden Sins to either Prieſt, or Biſhop, but 
only to God himſelf, againſt whom they were 


committed. Tertullian, a learned Preſbyter, 
of the ſecond Century, St. Macarius, of Jeru- 


ſalem, St. Chryſoſtom, of Conflantinople, Bi- 
ſhops of the fourth, and the Abbot Pinutius, 


who ſat in the firſt Council of Nice, were all 


moſt plain againſt the Doctrine of auricular 
Confeſſion, as it is now both believed and 
practiced by the Church of Rome: To theſe 


great Authorities, I muſt allo add that of the 
moſt pious Ephraim, Deacon of Edeſſa, in 


Syria. In ſine, the entire Silence of a W 
| „„ 3 ol 
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of other Greek Chriſtian Writers, concerning 
any Divine Precept of confeſſing our hidden 


Sins to the Miniſters of the Church, is a clear 


Proof, that thoſe antient Chriſt ian Writers did 


not believe, that any ſuch Obligation was laid 


on Sinners, by the Goſpel. For had they be- 


lieved, that there was any ſuch Divine Pre- 
cept, as it would have been their Duty, ſo 
their ardent Zeal for Souls, would have ſpur- 
red them on to have inſtructed Sinners in their 
Writings, how = were to begin, go on 
with, and accompli 
conciliation with their offended God. But 
where is the Man that will attempt to ſhew 
me, I ſay not a manual Book, but even fo 
much as a formal Diſcourſe, written on this 
Subject, in any of the four firſt Centuries? A 
few Lines, cited by the Prieſts of the Church 
of Rome, from the learned Origin a Preſbyter, 


it, in order to their Re- 


of the ſecond Century; and a few more from 


the great St. Chryſoſtom, can in no wiſe an- 


ſwer my Challenge: For both theſe Authors, 
in the Places hinted at, do no more than tell 


us, that the Confeſſion of our Sins to the Mi- 
niſters of the Church, may be advi/eable in ſome 


Caſes, which I alſo allow; but with Regard to 
any Divine Precept for it, St. Chyſoſtom, at 


leaſt is as, plain againſt the Exiſtence of any 
ſuch Precept, as Words can expreſs. And now 
after the Peruſal of my Extracts, I might have 
been excuſed by thoſe of the Church of Rome, 
who pretend to rely ſo much on the Authori- 


ties of the antient Writers, in Conſequence of 


their being, as they ſay, the faithful Guar- 


dians 
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dians of Apoſtolic Faith and Tradition, if 1 
Had quitted their Communion immediately ; 


but I did not chuſe to reſt my Faith on theſe 
Authorities, though I profeſs that I hold them 


in the greateſt Eſteem, where they are una- 


nimous, and agreeing one with another; (as 
is at leaſt the Caſe in the Subject which I am 

upon, ) but conſidering with myſelf, that it is 

written, that Chrift is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life; to thy Divine Word I went, Oh! Divine 
Light, and Saviour of Mank ind! To thy Di- 
vine Word I went! Which I do now believe to 


be the infallible Rule of Faith, in all Things 


neceſſary to Salvation; wiſhing in this my laſt _ 
Reſource, to find Matter of Comfort, in Regard -_ 
to the Subj ect of my unſpeakable Trouble: 

Wherefore 1 taken the New Teſtament 


in Greek, into my Hands, I read it over with +. | 


the moſt ſerious and careful Attention, taking 
down in Writing as 1 went on, every Paſſage + 
in it which might ſeem to ſpeak any Thing 


in Behalf of auricular Confeſſion; and alſo _ 
every other which might either ſeem to be, 


or really was, againſt it. This done, I next 
compared the different Citations together, with 
all the Conſideration of which I was capable: 
And now thoſe Texts, which for many Years 


I had conceived to eſtabliſh the Doctrine of 


auricular Confeſſion, at leaſt through the Con- 
ſtruction which the Church of Rome put upon 
them, began to abate of their Force, and by 
the Light of the Goſpel, I ſaw that the ſweet. 
Tears of an humble, lowly, and penitent 
Confeſſion of Sins to God alone, were the only 

Wy 4 „„ hg . 


419 
Ihing gener ally, or rather abſolutely neceſſary, for 
the Pardon of them: Thus the weak and dim 


Light of the Planets diſappears at the ap- 
proach of the great Luminary of the World. 


And now I fear, that thoſe, who are of the 
happy Society of the reformed Part of Chriſt's 
Church in England, whom I cordially embrace, 
not as Pilgrims and Strangers, but as Citizens 
and Domeſticks of God, being built on the 


Foundation of the Apoſtles and the Prophets, 


Chriſt Jeſus being the Head Corner Stone, will 
be apt to think, according to their ſound Prin- 

_ ciples of Religion, that I acted the part of the 
Hypocrite in not quitting the Church of Rome 
immediately. I confeſs that I am not able to 
make any juſt Reply to what they may ſay of 
me, according to the ſound Principles of Reli- 
gion, which I have now embraced with the 
tulleſt Conviction of Mind; but then, I aſſure 
my preſent Brethren, the reformed Part of the 
Catholic Church in this Nation, that thoſe of 
the Church of Rome, whoſe Faith and Com- 
munion I have renounced, cannot juitly charge 
me with any ſuch oppr obrious Inſult; for they 
know, that I had declared to ſeveral of them, 
that ! would certainly quit their Communion, 
_ unleſs they could find the Man, who could 
ſolve the Doubts, which rormented me almoſt 
beyond Expreſſion. They know alſo, that I 
laid open the Cauſe of my Doubts to ſeveral 
of rhe more learned Pricſts amongſt them, in 
order to attain that wiſhed for Happineſs. 
Laftly, and N they Know, that I had been 


tau Sht 


taught from my Childhood to believe, - that the 
Church in which I had been brought up, was 


infallible in deciding all Articles of revealed 


Faith and Religion, How then could I openly 


renounce this Church, until I began to doubt 


of this fundamental Article of her Belief? I 


might, indeed, fluctuate and waver in a Belief 


of ſome of her diſtinguiſhing Tenets of Faith, 
but it was next to impoſſible to ſeperate pub- 
lickly from her, until I began to doubt ex- 


 preſſly of the Infallibility with which ſhe had 


taught me to believe her endowed. Where- 


fore, perplexed and tormented in Mind as I 
Was, about this her Doctrine of auricular 
_ Confeſſion, I continued in her Communion 
about two Years and a halt from the Com- 
mencement of this Doubt; nay, ſo ſtrangely 
was I bigotted to the Church of Rome, that I 
made this very Doubt the ſubject Matter of 


every Confeſſion, during this whole ſpace of 


Time, Now I confeſſed my Sins once a Week, 
the firſt Year of my doubts; the next half 


Year about once in a Fortnight, or three Weeks; 


but the laſt Year only about once in five Weeks, 
Whereas had it ſo pleaſed the goodneſs of God, 


that I had began firſt to doubt of the Infalli- 


bility of the Church of Rome, with which ſhe 
had taught me to believe her to be divinely 


endowed, I am convinced, that I ſhould have 
renounced her Faith and Communion in a few 
Months after; for no ſooner did I begin to 


doubt of this primary Article of her Faith, but 
 Tcalled to a ſerious Examination the diſtin- 


guiſhing Tenets, in which ſhe differed 5 0 
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the truly reformed part of Chriſt's church in 
this en; upon which ſerious Examination, 


it ſoon began to appear evident to me, that her 


Doctrines of ſeven Sacraments of Tranſubſtan- 


tiation, of Maſſes, Purgatory, &c. muſt all be 


rejected, if the Infallibility, to which ſhe laid 


claim, ſhould prove deſencelefſs. Wherefore, 
having examined carefully the Grounds of 
this her preſumpruous Doctrine (which is the 
Source of her many groſs Errors) I was ſur- 


prized at my Simplicity, in having been drawn 


in to believe it by ſuch weak and deceitful 


ene 


Upon this Diſcovery, I reſolved to renounce 


the diſtinguiſhing Articles of the Church of 
Rome; which diſtin uiſhing Articles of her 
Faith, I do now moſt fr 
Hcart, as well as Voice. Moreover, I do here- 


rmly renounce, with my 


by declare, that I believe the Church of Rome 


to be erroneous in all thoſe Doctrines, in which 
the is declared to be ſo, by the reformed Part 
of Chriſt's Church in this Kingdom ; of which 
Church, truly reformed according to the Holy 


Scriptur es, I do here before all preſent, declare 


myſelf a moſt ſincere Member; and that it is 


my deſire, through the help of God's Grace, 
ro end my Days in the ſame; and, in fine, 


that I alſo hope, after a Life ſpent conformably 
to ſound Faith, and moral Principles of the 


Church of England, to meet with an everlaſt- 
ing true Life, and immortal Happineſs in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 
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1 GANT, lately a Clergyman 
L of the corrupt Church of Rome, do ac- 
knowledge that I believe and receive the three 
Creeds, the Apoſtles, the Nicene, and the Atha- 
naſian; and that I renounce the twelve addi- 
tional Articles contained in the Creed of Pope 
Pius the fourth, or the Trent Creed, 3 


J renounce the firſt and ſecond additional 
Articles of the ſaid Creed, believing the Holy 
Scriptures to be the only infallible Rule of Faith, 
renouncing every pretended Apoſtolical or 
Eccleſiaſtical Tradition, which are contrary 
thereto.—I pronounce the Holy Scriptures to 
be clear and full in all Things neceſlary to Sal- 
vation; I deny they are to be interpreted in the 
ſame Senſe which the Church of Rome puts 
upon them; and aſſert with St. Ambroſe, that 
the Holy Scriptures do beſt explain themſelves. 


In reference to the third additional Article 


of the ſaid Creed, I profeſs there are only two 


Sacraments of Divine Inftitution, Baptiſm, and 
the Lord's Supper, and deny the other five to 
be Sacraments, viz. Confirmation, Penance, 
Extreme Unction, Orders, and Matrimony, for 

they have not the Conditions neceſſary to a 
Sacrament.— They were either not inſtituted 
by Chriſt, or have not the outward Viſible Sign, 

or are unaccompanied by the inward and Spi- 
ritual Grace. py 5 


Wich regard to the fourth additional Article 
of the Trent Creed, I renounce the Romith 
Es —. 
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| Doctrine concerning Works of Sepererogation, 
and conform to the Explication given of Merit 
and Juſtification in the thirty-nine Articles of 


the Church of England, and in the FER Scrip- 


_ tures whereon they are founded. 


Fifthly, 1 40 deny Bs in the Maſs 3 18 offered ; 


to God, Chriſt himſelf, as a true, proper, 
and propitiatory Sacrifice for the quick and 

dead, and that in the moſt Holy Sacrament of 
the Euchar iſt, there is really and ſubſtantially 
the Body and Blood, together with the Soul 
and Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.—I do 
farther deny that there is in the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, a Converſion of the whole 
Subſtance of the Bread into his Body, and of 

the whole Subſtance of Wine into his Blood; 


which Converſion the Romiſh Church calls 5 
Tranſubſtantiation, this allo I deny. 5 


Ido alſo deny; 25 is expreſſed in the ſixth FA | 
ditional Article of the Trent Creed, that under 


either Kind or Species only, whole and intire 
Chriſt and the true Sacr ament is received; and 
do profeſs that I believe the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper ought to be adminiſtered to the 
People in both Kinds, and that it 1s imperfect 
it it be not o adminiſtered, . 


In Ge] to the ſeventh additional Article of 
the ſaid Creed, I deny that there is {ſuch a Place 


as the Romiſh Church calls Purgatory, or that 
the Souls of the departed are relieved from 


oy SUfierings by the Prayers af the Faithful, 
Tas, 
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kichthly, I deny that the Saints are to be 


prayed to, and aſſert that the Veneration of 


Relicks 1 is Superflitious. SO 


Ninthly, I deny that the rides 5 Chriſt 


and the Virgin Mary, are to be venerated, or 
that any religious Honor r Or Worthip 3 is to be 12 
given them. 


In regard to the rench additional Article of 


the Trent Creed, I hold that the Biſhops and 


Paſtors of Chriſt s Church, have no tarther 


Power of remitting or retaining Sins, than 
What appears to be given them in the Holy _ 
Scriptures; and their Abſolutions affect thoſe _ 

only who truly repent and unfeignedly believe. 


As to the eleventh additional Article in the 


fore-mentioned Creed, I diſallow the Church 


of Rome to be the Mother and Miſtreſs of all | 
Churches, and embrace the Church of England 
4 TRE moſt ſound Part of the Catholic Church _ 
of Chriſt; I renounce all Obedience to the See 
of Rome, and look upon the Succeſſor of St. 
Peter, if the Pope or Biſhop of Rome be ſuch, 
to be by Divine Inſtitution in no wiſe ſuperior = 
to the Succeſſors of the other Apoſtles. 


T welfthly and laſtly, I do hold and believe 


whatever hath been delivered in Canons or de- 
fined by Councils contrary to the clear Word 
of God, is in itſelf damnable and heretical; 


and all ſuch Doctrines I do ſincer . condemn 


- And reject, oo Wii kFAM- GANT. | 


May 28, 1709, 


This 
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This 3 was read in the Pariſh 


Church of Kirkham, by the ſaid Mr. Wit- 


LI AM GaNnT, before a very numerous Congre- 


_ gation, May 28, 1769, and in our hearing. 3 


As Witneſs our Hands, 


| Charles Buck, Vicar of Kirkham, 


John Threlfal, curate of Singleton. 


| R. Barker, | Curate of | Becconſal. 


Benjamin Wright, Curate of Lund. 


Cuthbert Bradkirk. : 


John Anyon, Curate of Warton. 


I heard this Recantation read in the Pariſh 


Church of Kirkham. As Witneſs my Hand, 
Zachary Langton, A. M. 


Thomas Langton. 
William Shepherd, 
Henry Riſnton. 


John Swann, Pariſh Clerk of Kirk 
ham. Et 
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